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Ewald, Dillmann, and Reuss, is now beyond doubt. Every one is
agreed in placing the compilation of the most important of them
in the second and first centuries before Jesus Christ. The date
of the Book of Daniel is still more certain. The character of
the two languages in which it is written, the use of Greek words,
the clear, precise, dated announcement of events which, reach even
to the time of Antiochus Epiphanes, the incorrect descriptions
of Ancient Babylonia, there given, the general tone of the book,
which in no respect recalls the writings of the captivity, but, on
the contrary, responds, by a crowd of analogies, to the beliefs, the
manners, the turn of imagination of the time of the Seleucidse;
the Apocalyptic form of the visions, the place of the book in the
Hebrew canon, out of the series of the prophets, the omission of
Daniel in the panegyrics of chapter xlix. of Ecclesiasticus, in
which his position is all but indicated, and many other proofs
which have been deduced a hundred times, do not permit of a doubt
that the Book of Daniel was but the fruit of the great excitement
produced among the Jews by the persecution of Antiochus. It is
not in the old prophetical literature that we must class this book,
but rather at the head of Apocalyptic literature, as the first model
of a kind of composition, after which come the various Sibylline
poems, the Book of Enoch, the Apocalypse of John, the Ascension
of Isaiah, and the [Fourth Book of Esdras.

In the history of the origin of Christianity, the Talmud has
hitherto been too much neglected. I think with M. Geiger, that
the true notion of the circumstances which surrounded the de-
velopment of Jesus must be sought in this strange compilation,
in which so much precious information is mixed with the most
insignificant scholasticism. The Christian and the Jewish theo-
logy having in the main followed two parallel ways, the his-
tory of the one cannot well be understood without the history of
the other. Innumerable important details in the Gospels fmd,
moreover, their commentary in the Talmud. The vast Latin collec-
tions of Lightfoot, Schcettgen, Buxtorf, and Otho, contained already
A mass of information on this point. I have imposed on myself